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INTERNATIONAL DAIRY MARKET NEWS - EUROPE 
Information gathered  January 11 - 22, 2016  

Prices are U.S. $/MT, F.O.B. port. Information gathered for this report is from trades, offers to sell, and secondary data. This bi-weekly report may not always contain the same 
products and/or regions. Future reports may be included or withdrawn depending on availability of information. MT = metric ton = 2,204.6 pounds. 

WESTERN OVERVIEW: Northern European milk 
production is said to significantly exceed levels one year ago, 
but is slightly lower than a week ago due primarily to weather 
conditions. In this part of Europe, late year holidays tend to 
linger and this week is the first week of the year with most 
people fully back at work and retail dairy supply chains back 
in normal flows. November milk production is typically the 
lowest month in Europe. This November, milk production was 
an estimated 4.9% above November one year ago, exceeding 
4.2% in October, the previous high. During the period January
-November, 2015, the top increases in milk production over 
the same period of the prior year for EU countries are: Spain, 
13.69%; Ireland, 12.87%; Luxembourg, 8.05%; and Belgium, 
6.38%. The only decreases were: Greece, -1.63%; Sweden,     
-0.32%; and France, -0.03%. Overall higher levels of milk 
production than one year ago are expected to continue through 
the first months of 2016. Processors are facing the challenge 
of what to do with increased volumes of milk in a global 
situation of more milk from various sources seeking 
customers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BUTTER/BUTTEROIL: Butter  pr ices have declined. This 
is a lower demand season and prices reflect that fact. Bulk 
butter demand for future delivery is increasing while 
immediate term demand for bulk butter is low. Export 
opportunities are being pursued. Eurostat reports that January-
October EU production of butter is 4.3% above the same 
period in the prior year. The top two January-November 2015 
export destinations for EU manufactured butter and percent 
change from January-November of the previous year are: 
USA, +99%; and Saudi Arabia, +55%.   
 
 
82% BUTTERFAT:               2,850 - 3,100      
99% BUTTERFAT:               3,500 - 3,975      
 
 
 
 
 
 
SKIM MILK POWDER (SMP): Skim milk powder  pr ices 
weakened. Production is at a high level, higher than recent 
weeks. With little demand for increased production, 
intervention sales have increased from last week and prices 
have softened. Intensified preparations are underway by some 
manufacturers to add to the flow of SMP able to be sold into 
intervention. During the first two weeks of 2016, slightly over 
 

one-quarter of the volume of SMP sold into intervention 
during all of 2015 went into intervention. It should not be 
overlooked that notwithstanding the fact of intervention, sales 
of SMP from manufacturers favored by some customers keep 
a price range above intervention pricing. Eurostat reports that 
January-November EU production of SMP is 8.6% above the 
same period in the prior year. The top three January-
November 2015 export destinations for EU manufactured 
SMP and percent change from January-November of the 
previous year are: Algeria, -23%; Egypt, +25%; and China,    
-21%.    
   
   
1.25% BUTTERFAT:                           1,700 - 1,800        
 
 
 
 
SWEET WHEY POWDER: Whey pr ices weakened 
slightly. Demand for whey overall is quiet, with more activity 
in food grade whey than feed. Manufacturers would like more 
export sales but that is proving to be challenging. Sales 
competition from other dairy proteins remains a factor. 
 
     
NONHYGROSCOPIC:                             500 - 725  
 
 
 
 
 
 
WHOLE MILK POWDER (WMP): Whole milk powder  
prices moved lower. Demand is weak and sales are mostly 
from contracts. Pressure is felt from supplies and prices in 
Oceania. Eurostat reports that January-October EU production 
of WMP is 4.7% below the same period in the prior year. The 
top three January-November 2015 export destinations for EU 
manufactured WMP and percent change from January-
November of the previous year are: Oman, +19%; Algeria,     
-50%; and Nigeria, -21%.   
    
             
26% BUTTERFAT:                             2,100 - 2,250         
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